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STUDENTS:

• Use the PowerPoint in ‘Slide Show’ mode by clicking the 
button at the bottom right of your screen as shown:

• Work your way through the slides at your own pace 

(click to move to the next slide)

• Click the links for extended information available online

• Have a go at each ‘Collaboration Challenge’ and consider 
the ideas on the ‘Discuss’ and ‘Explore’ slides

How to use this resource:

PARENTS + TEACHERS

• Use the PowerPoint in ‘Presenter’ view by clicking the 
Slide Show menu and checking the ‘Use Presenter View’  
box as shown:

• Then click ‘From Beginning’ (on the far left)

• This will enable you to see the slides and the notes 

• The notes will help you expand on some of the ideas in 
the presentation

• Click the links for extended information available online

• Pause at the ‘Challenge’, ‘Discuss’ and ‘Explore’ slides to 
allow your students/children to chat and create
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La Trobe University CRICOS Provider Code Number 00115MImage: Installation view of The Label Makers, at La Trobe Art Institute. Photographs ©Ian Hill

The Label Makers
How will we label this time in history?

Digital Education Resource created in 2020



Makers
The Label Makers was an interactive
program created by Latrobe Art
Institute in 2018.

Visitors were encouraged to consider
the way museums and galleries label
exhibits to describe art and artefacts.

The Label



The exhibition was designed to explore and critique the complex relationship that galleries and museums have with exhibition 
didactics (text or labelling of artwork).



Image: Unknown, Berlin-Braca group Greece, Apulian red-figure volute-krater - fragment of neck (ca. 350 

BCE), fired clay. Trendall collection of antiquities, La Trobe University. Donated by A D Trendall, 1998.

 Western classification began during The 
Enlightenment in the 17th & 18th centuries

 This was a time when ideas about God, reason, 
nature, and humanity were gathered into a new 
worldview that became popular in the West. 

 This led to many developments in art, 
philosophy, and politics. 

 Academics and rich people became interested 
in cataloguing objects and many created their 
own personal museums and galleries. 

 They labelled things according to Western 
ideas - even when the objects came from other 
cultures. This often meant that other meanings 
associated with the object were lost.

Who says?



Today, cultural institutions are more aware of the power of labels and the way in which they have the potential to both enhance and 
problematise the visitor experience.
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Labelling is a way we make sense of things -especially 
in Western society. 

If we can name it, we believe we can understand it.  
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Each label is written according to a certain point of view.  
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Labels can assist our understanding of an object, and 
also limit or misguide our understanding of that thing.

The Label Makers
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What Is This?  (Who Says?)
 What does the label say about the artefact? 

 Who wrote this description? 

 What might be their understanding of the artefact and the culture it is 
part of?

 If someone has a different view of the artefact, does that mean the 
label is wrong?

 How do we choose the interpretation that is written on the label? 

Image: Unknown, Ritual Stone Adze, Papua New 
Guinea, East Sepik, Abelam (n.d.), stone, resin,  
coloured medium. La Trobe University Ethnographic 
Collection. Donated by J. Bayton through the T.I.A.S. 
1992.



latrobe.edu.au

We are all label makers.  

We create labels for things all the time.  

A label is an explanation we give ourselves about…

–Something 
–Someone
–or even an event that happens to us -like the Coronavirus pandemic.

We Are The Label Makers
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How will we label this time in history?
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Challenge Activity 1

 Collect 5 things from home that describe your time in isolation during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 

 Imagine you are making an exhibit in a gallery about this event displaying these 
objects.

 Create a label for each object that describes how this object was significant for you.  

 Remember you are telling the story….

 Present these exhibits to your class and pretend you are the gallery guide, explaining 
the exhibit to visitors.
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• What will your labels look like? 

• Use the mock catalogue cards and classification worksheets available here, or create your own!

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/art-institute/education
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Discussion

 Display all your individual exhibits together in your classroom to create a whole exhibition.

 Are there some common themes or objects?

 What does this exhibition say about how you all managed being in isolation?

 What does it say about what people missed or found to be important?

 What were some difficult things about this time and …

 What were some useful, surprising or unexpectedly wonderful things?
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Thank you
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